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Fifteen of Kejriwal's batchmates from IIT Kharagpur turned up at Ramlila Mandan.

TASHITOBGYAL

AnIIT get-together at Ramlila

PRITHA CHATTERJEE &
NAVEED IQBAL
NEW DELHI | FEBRUARY 14

. AMONG the supporters who trav-
elled to Delhi the second time in ex-
" actly a year to support CM Arvind Ke-
jriwal at his swearing-in was a group
of at least 15 of his batchmates from
IIT Kharagpur. Many who travelled
from Dubai, Kolkata and Bhubanesh-
war have supported Kejriwal through
his campaign in the last few months,

while others flew in just to cheer their

friend “Kejri”.

His wing-mate in the Nehru Hall
hostel of IIT Kharagpur, Subroto
Saha, who travelled from Dubai, said
“Kejri” had always been “very enthusi-
astic” about social causes. “The only

‘real surprise I got was when Kejri
joined politics. He had to explain his
decision to join politics quite a bit to
convince me,” Saha said. Saha re-

called how Kejriwal took great interest -
in the Hindi dramatics society of the
college. “It was called the Technology
dramatics society and he became a
great patron, it was a surprise because -
otherwise he was a very shy, reserved

fellow in college.

Once he joined thé somety he
would keep talking about plays he

participated in and read scripts late
into the night. I was his wing mate, so
basicallywe were in adjacent beds in
the Nehru hall, and I would hear him
practicing or working on plays all the
time,” he said.

Prasanjit Pati from Bhubanesh-
war, who had worked with Kejriwal
on his social media campaign, said as
wing-métes, Saha and Kejriwal had

“shared everything, and you do every-
thing for friendships like these.”
 Pati said he remembered the one
election Kejriwal fought and won.

“He became the mess secretary of our

hostel and we were after hlm to fight |
with the mess staff to get us good

food,” Patijoked.

‘Pati has been working with Kejti-
wal for over 6-7 months on the social
media campaign for the party. Saikat

- Sarkar, Kejriwal’s batch-mate who

came from Kolkata said “10-15 of his
classmates” from IIT had come to at-
tend his last swearing-in a year ago,
and now again this year. “Some have
taken membership of AAP formally,
others like us just came as old bud-
dies,” Sarkar said. :
Suresh Reddy arrived in Delhi
form Hyderabad to attend the swear-
ing-in. Remembering him as batch
mate and friend he said that he re-
mained in touch with Kejriwal
through the campaign and like Kejri-
wal, was confident of his victory. Be-
sides college, the two were together

during their summer training at
‘Maruti at Gurgaon in 1988.
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Maharashtra government to conduct its own common entrance
test for engineers

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/maharashtra-government-to-opt-out-of-jee/1/419050.html

Maharashtra government keen on introducing their own common entrance test and wishes to withdraw itself
from the joint entrance exam held by the centre for admission in state's engineering colleges. Vinod Tawde,
minister for higher and technical education ensures that the new plan for admission in the colleges will be ready
for action from 2016. Till 2013 the state was conducting its own exams. Post implementation, around one lakh
of the students will be relieved who wants to enrol in engineering colleges.

As quoted in a national daily, Vinod Tawde said, "Changes cannot be done this year as the forms have been
filled already. But | have suggested the state to conduct its own common entrance test for engineering students.”
Dishing out reasons for his steps, he said, "If the state conducts its own test then it will help the students from
remote areas to come up for admissions. Private coaching centres charge around Rs 2.5 lakh to coach JEE
students the CBSE syllabus."

It becomes difficult for the students to focus on the scores of class XII as well as JEE as the course for clearing
JEE (Main) is very vast and difficult. Parents and private engineering colleges' associations were asking for the
change as it would provide ease to the students' problems.

Instead of JEE (Main), the state government give 50 per cent to CET scores and 50 per cent to the scores of
class XII for admissions.

The representatives of the technical education department said that it should also have a common MHT-CET.
This will help the medical and engineering entrance tests to have a combined test so students need not to appear
for physics and chemistry tests twice.

Odisha: Two NIT students drown in waterfall

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-odisha-two-nit-students-drown-in-waterfall-2061206

Two students of the National Institute of Technology (NIT), Rourkela, drowned while they were taking a bath
in a waterfall in Mahupali area of this district, police said on Sunday.

Nishant Rawat (22) of Uttarkhand and Soumya Ranjan Baral (22) of Puri were among 35 students who had
been to Gudguda fall for a picnic when the mishap occurred on Saturday, Sub-divisional Police Officer,
Kuchinda, RP Sahu said.

All the students were of final year civil engineering department of NIT-R. The body of Nishant was fished out
on Saturday, while that of Baral was retrieved on Sunday, police said.
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